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Explanatory Note 
 

 
This Bill will ensure that municipalities in BC cannot be incorporated without ensuring 
that there are first residents actually living in the area at the time of incorporation. 
 

 
 



 
DR. ANDREW WEAVER 

 
 
 

BILL M *** – 2016 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT ACT, 2016 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

1 Section 8 of  the Local Government Act,  R.S.B.C. 2015, c. 1, is amended by 
repealing the following struck out text 
 

Incorporation of mountain resort municipality 

8  (1)   (1) If a vote under section 4 [vote required for incorporation of new municipality] is in 

favour of incorporation, the minister may recommend to the Lieutenant Governor in Council 

incorporation of a municipality as a mountain resort municipality. 

(2) The minister may not recommend incorporation of a mountain resort municipality under 

subsection (1) unless the minister is satisfied that 

(a) alpine ski lift operations, year-round recreational facilities and commercial overnight 

accommodation are offered within the area of the proposed municipality, or 

(b) a person has entered into an agreement with the government with respect to 

developing alpine ski lift operations, year-round recreational facilities and commercial 

overnight accommodation within the area of the proposed municipality. 

(3) Despite section 4, in the case of an area that is a mountain resort improvement district, the 

minister may recommend incorporation of a new mountain resort municipality to the Lieutenant 

Governor in Council, in accordance with the letters patent for the improvement district. 

(4) On the recommendation of the minister under subsection (1) or (3), the Lieutenant Governor 

in Council may, by letters patent, incorporate the residents of an area into a mountain resort 

municipality. 

(5) Despite section 4, in the case of an area that is not a mountain resort improvement district, the 

minister may recommend to the Lieutenant Governor in Council incorporation of a new mountain 

resort municipality for the area, whether or not there are residents in the area at the time of the 

recommendation, if the minister is satisfied that a person has entered into an agreement with the 



government with respect to developing alpine ski lift operations, year-round recreational facilities 

and commercial overnight accommodation within the area. 

(6) On the recommendation of the minister under subsection (5), and whether or not there are 

residents in the area at the time of incorporation, the Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by 

letters patent, incorporate a new mountain resort municipality for the area, consisting of the 

members of the municipal council and the residents of the area, if any. 

(7) For certainty, and unless the letters patent for a mountain resort municipality incorporated 

under subsection (6) provide otherwise, 

(a) a mountain resort municipality incorporated under that subsection is a municipality 

and any provision of this Act or a regulation under this Act, or of any other Act or 

regulation that applies to municipalities, applies to the mountain resort municipality, and 

(b) the council of a mountain resort municipality incorporated under that subsection is a 

council and any provision of this Act or a regulation under this Act, or of any other Act 

or regulation that applies to municipal councils, applies to the council of the mountain 

resort municipality. 

(8) Section 10 [classification of municipalities] applies with respect to the incorporation of a 

mountain resort municipality under this section. 
 

 


